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training needed to deal
with the `killer mineral'

by DAVE STANLEY, 
chairman of the United 
Kingdom Asbestos Training 
Association (UKATA)

�O��The `miracle ®bre' is how it was known; but now the word 
asbestos is becoming more commonly regarded throughout the 

construction industry and related trades across the UK as a known 
killer. One of the biggest reasons for that is the current HSE Hidden 
Killer campaign, designed to highlight and raise awareness to the 
dangers that are present from exposure to asbestos.

Asbestos was used commercially in building products in the UK 
for over 150 years, from ¯oor tiles to pipe insulation to general 
construction boards; however, the dangers from this `miracle ®bre' 
have really only been publicised over the past 40 years or so.

Asbestos is classi®ed as a Type 1 carcinogen; in other words it has 
been proven to cause cancer in humans. Because of its classi®cation, 
asbestos has its own set of HSE regulations and guidance to ensure 
that, when worked on, only the greatest of care is taken. In addition 
to working with asbestos, the regulations also require that people 
who could come across asbestos in the course of their normal work 
activities are also required to receive asbestos awareness training; 
that is a legal requirement. Trades currently seen to be at risk and 
requiring training include electricians, joiners, plumbers, IT installers, 
demolition workers, heating engineers ± in fact anyone who may 
disturb the fabric of a building that could contain asbestos; those 
people are required to undertake asbestos awareness training as an 
absolute minimum. That list is not, however, exhaustive.

UKATA, the United Kingdom Asbestos Training Association, is an 
association of asbestos training providers across the UK who have 

agreed to follow a strict Code of Conduct to ensure that, when 
the asbestos awareness training is delivered, it follows the Code of 
Practice and guidance as set out by the HSE.

For a number of years many companies delivered what was 
believed to be the correct information. We aren't saying that what 
was delivered was wrong; what we are saying is that, when UKATA 
members deliver information, it is easy to understand, fully compliant 
and comprehensive asbestos information.

Asbestos awareness training is delivered over a half-day period to 
ensure that people have an awareness of the risks from exposure 
to asbestos. It also covers procedures that must be adopted should 
someone be accidentally exposed to asbestos-containing materials 
(ACMs), to ensure that the risk is controlled.

Training must also follow the requirements of the HSE's Code of 
Practice L143, chapters 126 and 127, which states that training must 
cover the increased risk from smoking and working with asbestos, 
where you may come across ACMs, and how to avoid exposure to 
asbestos.  By using a UKATA member you can be con®dent that 
the information received covers that requirement as an absolute 
minimum, and that it can be viewed as best practice. 

Asbestos awareness training is not suitable for any work with 
asbestos; for that there is an additional training session required. 
The requirement for training to work on asbestos is also detailed in 
guidance and regulations.

There are two categories of training for work with asbestos: 
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