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WELCOME FROM THE EAF
FOUNDATION PRESIDENT

makes everybody stronger. Because while you can
look at asbestos from a multitude of professional
and practical perspectives, at the end of the day just
one thing counts: saving lives. Prevention,
education, awareness and a cure are essential to this
goal. Communication plays a big part, too. The choice
to live or work in any building should never be a
grave decision. 

A long line-up of top speakers and specialists will
discuss the topic from many different angles and
inform you on the newest developments,
innovations and insights. They, together with the
conference sponsors, have selflessly invested a
great deal of time, expertise and effort, to make this
conference possible, for which I am very grateful. My
sincere thanks to you all!

If you learn something at this conference, I hope it
will be the EAF’s motto: sharing makes us stronger.
Talk to your fellow visitors and to the speakers, learn
more about asbestos and then spread the
knowledge freely amongst your own networks.
There is more to learn and to share than you ever
thought possible. In this way, you will become part
of a Forum indeed. 

I wish you all a wonderful, informative and
thoroughly enjoyable conference. 

On behalf of the European Asbestos Forum
foundation, I welcome you to beautiful Amsterdam
for its fifth international conference. 

This year’s main theme is: The State of the Art. We’ll
be looking at this topic from 21 different
perspectives with the very best experts presenting
from four continents and input from about 150
conference visitors from 16 different countries. As
always, there is an optimistic approach: we are
seeing progress from medical science, innovations
that make asbestos removal work safer and more
widely affordable, policy that aims to gradually but
surely eradicate asbestos from society, legal
developments, destruction of asbestos
(denaturation) etc. 

This shows what a drive and determination the
supporters of the European Asbestos Forum can
muster and how much they believe the world can be
a better, safer, healthier place without asbestos in it.
Together, sharing the best of our professional
knowledge and networks, we will strive to make it
so.

What is the European Asbestos Forum about?
Obviously, about asbestos; and with a main but
certainly not an exclusive view to Europe. For we
recognize that while Europe has an asbestos ban, in
many other parts of the world this is not the case
(yet). We all have a moral duty to inform and make
our information available to those who are still
fighting for an asbestos ban. An asbestos ban is only
the start, a formal recognition of the problem. There
is still an awful lot of work that lies before us. 

As for Forum, this word can refer both to a location
where people will congregate and to the group of
people who do so. I hope that you will come to
regard yourselves as members of an international
community where helpful sharing and reaching out 

Dr. Yvonne Waterman LL.M. MFAAM, President of the
European Asbestos Forum
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8:30 - 9:00 Registration and light continental breakfast

9:00 - 9:15

Welcome by Dr. Yvonne Waterman MFAAM (President of the EAF
Foundation)

Introduction of the Session Chairpersons: Nick Garland (Assure360) and
Charlotte van Lent (Eurofins)

PLENARY SESSION

9:15 - 9:45 Opening Speech: Working towards a new, state of the art EU Asbestos
Directive, by Nikolaj Villumsen, Member of the European Parliament

9:45 - 10:15 New and old sources of exposure to asbestos: and the manipulation of
science by vested interest, by prof. Arthur Frank (Drexel University)

10:15 - 10:45 Fighting for an asbestos ban in the asbestos heartland, by Syed Mezab
Ahmed

10:45 - 11:05 Break and refreshments

11:05 - 11:25 Female analysts and clearance testing, by Colette Willoughby (ACL) 

11:25 - 12:00 Keynote Speech: Asbetter: the (dis)solution for asbestos cement, by Inez
Postema and Angelo de Jong (AC Minerals)
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12:45 - 13:05 OpenAsbestos – the open standard for asbestos data sharing, by Robin
Bennett (Start Software)

13:05 - 13:25 Establishing a National Support Service for mesothelioma victims, by Liz
Darlison MBE (Mesothelioma UK)

13:25 - 13:45 The UK National Asbestos Register: working with QR codes to save lives,
by Andrew Paten (UKNAR) 

13:45 - 14:05 Campaigning for improved asbestos management in the UK, by Charles
Pickles (Charles Pickles Associates)

14:05 - 14:20 Break and refreshments

14:20 - 14:40
Mandatory asbestos survey and central registration to nudge owners into
action and monitor progression towards an asbestos-safe Flanders, by
Sven de Mulder (OVAM)

14:40 - 15:00
Using Artificial Intelligence technology to understand and manage the
Australian asbestos legacy, by Justine Ross (Asbestos Safety &
Eradication Agency)

15:00 - 15:20 Asbestos destruction plants: the importance of a workers safety
programme, by Federica Paglietti (INAIL)

15:20 - 15:40 Pursuing justice in contaminated talc cases, by Brendan J. Tully (Phillips &
Paolicelli LLP)

15:40 - 16:20 Panel debate

16:20 - 16:35 Break and refreshments

SESSION A - ASBESTOS AND ITS
IMPACT ON SOCIETY



12:45 - 13:05 The importance of measuring asbestos microfibres, by Sean Fitzgerald
(Fitzgerald Analytical Consulting & Testing Services, Pllc)

13:05 - 13:25 Great advances in robotic asbestos microscopy, by Jordan Gruber
(Frontier Microscopy)

13:25 - 13:45 Denaturation of asbestos cement, by Rikard Högberg (INASCO Asbestos
Converting AB)

13:45 - 14:05 New science: The distribution routes and exposure risks of asbestos fibres
released through weathered asbestos roofs, by Jody Schinkel (TNO)

14:05 - 14:20 Break and refreshments

14:20 - 14:40 Real-time detection of airborne asbestos by light scattering from
magnetically re-aligned fibers, by Loretta King (Alert Technology Ltd.)

14:40 - 15:00 Asbestoprobe: a portable device that detects the presence of asbestos,
by Emiliano Genorini (Greenwall Environmental Evolution Ltd.)

15:00 - 15:20 New ISO standards to meet diversity challenges of Respiratory Protective
Equipment, by Tony Smith (Sundström Safety AB)

15:20 - 15:40 Gel-based products: the new way of encapsulating asbestos fibers during
removal work, by Alexandre Chasteloux (BCL Invent) 

15:40 - 16:20 Panel debate

16:20 - 16:35 Break and refreshments

SESSION B - ASBESTOS &
PROFESSIONAL PERSPECTIVES
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The international legal and scientific
consultancy for anything and
everything asbestos.
Dr. Yvonne Waterman is highly specialised in two legal fields:
comparative employers’ liability law (her Ph.D. topic) and in
particular anything asbestos related, both legal and non-legal,
ranging from personal injury law and product liability law to
product innovation and raising awareness.

Working independently as Waterman Legal Consultancy
since 2008, she has become globally recognised for her
expertise, commitment and discretion as a jurist, author,
lecturer and editor. She is also a very experienced,
respected public speaker with many conference
presentations and speeches in three continents over two
decades to her name.

 

Contact Yvonne
For legal advice or requests in scientific nature, contact
Yvonne by emailing waterman@watermanlegal.nl or calling
+31-(0)6-819.189.43

Alternatively, please visit www.watermanlegal.nl

mailto:waterman@watermanlegal.nl






The choice 
your lungs 
would make!
We Manufacture World Class 
respiratory Equipment

www.srsafety.com





Vi har også et større lager av rengjøringutstyr.
Hør vi fra Dere så sender vi en komplett katalog!

Vi reserverer oss for eventuelle trykkfel, feilskrivninger & leverantørsprisendringer.

22 L Water Heater with thermostat and blender
The Heater is made of AISI 316L Stainless steel, 

Very resistant to external shocks and stresses.
The Pump is made to run without water.

H = 85 cm, W = 47 cm, D = 62 CM  –  weight 37 Kg

www.abtsweden.seSCAN ME

READ MORE



Flow range 5-12 L/min and simple operation

Impressive back pressure capability

Bluetooth enabled, remote monitoring with

Airwave App

Battery or mains power option

THE AWARD-WINNING AIR SAMPLING PUMP 

The ideal solution for area sampling of airbourne
contaminants including Asbestos. Lock multiple
units together to speed up deployment. A single
unit weighs only 2.17kg (4.78lb), and is made
from rugged ABS. 

Learn More at www.casellasolutions.com



It’s crystal clear 
Our Paperless app is transforming 

asbestos removal

+ 44 333 4442 360 
enquiries@assure360.co.uk

Anthopyllite Asbestos Image: Public domain, Denver Microbeam Laboratory, 1969 

* NO SUBSCRIPTION FOR THREE MONTHS
FREE
3-MONTH NO 
OBLIGATION 

PILOT

10%
DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE

Save hours on recording
site checks 

Make remote management 
straightforward

Slash admin archiving time

View onsite checks as 
they happen

Eliminate paperwork

Available for iPads and 
Android tablets

The Paperless app is so easy to use. 
The supervisors love it – even if I wanted to go 

back to the old ways, they wouldn’t let me.
Asbestos Essentials 

(UK asbestos removal company)

Proud to be 
supporting the 



UKATA is a leading authority on
asbestos training

Asbestos training delivered globally

Membership opportunities available to
organisations who deliver asbestos training

Industry Associate status open to organisations
who provide an industry-related service

Partnership opportunities open to industry

WWW.UKATA.ORG.UK INFO@UKATA.ORG.UK

UKATA is a not for profit association

If you would like to find out about the services available from UKATA,
please visit www.ukata.org.uk or call +44 1246 824437.
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Thank you to our Sponsors



The 6th international European
Asbestos Forum conference will take
place in Brussels in the late autumn

of 2023.
 

Expect an extraordinary, huge event! 
 

The venue and dates will be
announced on LinkedIn and the EAF

website
www.europeanasbestosforum.org

http://www.europeanasbestosforum.org/

