
The slides are intended for guidance only. Training providers should 
adapt and amend them as necessary, since each situation will present 
its own specific procedures. 

These procedures are not exhaustive, and UKATA will not be liable for 
any emergencies that may arise.

Asbestos Awareness training focuses on identifying asbestos early 
to prevent emergencies. 

If an emergency does occur, here are the steps to follow.
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BEFORE YOU 
START WORK

From your Employer or the 
Client, it is essential to 
first request and review 

both the asbestos register 
and the most recent 

survey relevant to the 
area/s in which you 

propose to work.

The asbestos register 
provides an overview of 

known asbestos locations, 
while the survey offers 

detailed information about 
the presence or absence of 
asbestos in specific areas.

By cross-referencing both 
documents, you can ensure 
comprehensive awareness 

of potential asbestos 
hazards.

Is the asbestos 
register available for 

inspection, along with 
the most recent 

survey relevant to the 
area/s in which you 
propose to work?

Does the asbestos register, as well as 
the most recent survey, show any 

asbestos containing materials in the 
area in which you propose to work?

Additionally, have you considered any 
limitations or caveats outlined in the 
survey regarding asbestos presence?

Will the proposed 
works come into 
contact with the 

asbestos containing 
materials OR could 

there be an 
accidental release of 

dust from these 
materials?

STOP WORK

Refer to your 
Employer or the 

Client.

Confirm your 
decision with the 

Client or your 
Employer before you 

start work.

An inspection of the 
work area must be 
carried out before 

beginning work with 
the findings 

confirmed in writing. 
Liaise with your 
Employer or the 
Client before you 

start work.

No No No

If you encounter suspected asbestos during your work, immediately avoid it or stop and report to your employer or the client.

Yes Yes Yes
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Possible release 
of asbestos fibres 

on site.

STOP WORK 
IMMEDIATELY

Prevent anyone from 
entering the area and 
remove any personnel 

from the affected area to 
an area away from others, 

preferably outside. 

Barrier the area off with 
warning signs if possible.

All employees in the 
affected area should be 
checked for any signs of 

dust or debris on
themselves or on any 

clothing.

If necessary, and if 
practicable, remove 
clothing carefully or 

remove the top layer of 
clothing and place in plastic 

bag. 

Put on a pair of disposable 
overalls if available, 

alternatively wipe down 
any contaminated clothing 
with wet wipes or a damp 

rag and place in plastic bag.

Notify your Employer or 
the Client.

Contact a competent 
person to determine if it is 

asbestos or not.

Dependent on results, your 
Employer or the Client to 

arrange for clean-up. 

If confirmed as asbestos 
record the incident on 

personnel file and consider 
whether RIDDOR applies.

Your Employer or the Client 
to contact a specialist for 

advice.

Wait outside the property 
for further advice. 

Be conscious of your 
movements e.g. stay away 

from others and where 
practicable, avoid sitting in 
your vehicle until advice is 

sought.
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When do I need to report an incident?

The Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences 
Regulations 2013 (RIDDOR) places duties on employers, the self-
employed and people in control of work premises (the responsible 
person) to report certain serious workplace accidents, occupational 
diseases and specified dangerous occurrences (near misses).

Exposure to asbestos is reportable under RIDDOR when a work 
activity causes the accidental release or escape of asbestos fibres into 
the air in a quantity sufficient to cause damage to the health of any 
person.
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Such situations are likely to arise when work is carried out without suitable controls, or where 
those controls fail – they often involve:

• use of power tools (to drill, cut etc) on most ACMs

• work that leads to physical disturbance (knocking, breaking, smashing) of an ACM that should 
only be handled by a licensed contractor eg sprayed coating, lagging, asbestos insulating board 
(AIB)

• manually cutting or drilling AIB

• work involving aggressive physical disturbance of asbestos cement eg breaking or smashing

If these activities are carried out without suitable controls, or the precautions fail to control 
exposure, these would be classed as a 'dangerous occurrence' under RIDDOR and should 
be reported.

Remember, if you need to report a dangerous occurrence relating to asbestos, you should review 
your asbestos management plan or your working practices.
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https://www.hse.gov.uk/riddor/report.htm
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